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PhD position (UNIVERSITÄT POTSDAM) 

Bewerbungsfrist: k.A. 

 
PhD position (University of Potsdam, Dept. Ecology and Ecosystem Modelling) 
Application deadline: as soon as possible until the position is filled 
 
PhD position in Aquatic Ecology and Ecotoxicology 
 
The position 
Within the collaborative project MikroPlaTaS (funded by the German Ministry of Science and Education), the 
distribution, sedimentation and the impact of microplastics in reservoirs will be investigated. The individual 
studies comprise sedimentation and colonization of particles and their effect on biota such as bacteria, 
zooplankton and meio- and macrozoobenthos. Partners are the Universities of Münster and Bielefeld, the 
Centre for Environmental Research in Magdeburg and the companies Ecossa and Mesokosm. The sub-
project at the University of Potsdam focusses on the ingestion of particles by zooplankton and sub-lethal 
effects on life span and reproduction of pristine particles and those that are colonized by a biofilm. A series of 
laboratory experiments using particles of different sizes, material and shape will be performed.  
 
Your skills 
The candidate holds a Master degree in Ecology or in a related field. We expect a sound knowledge in aquatic 
ecology preferably in plankton ecology. Furthermore, the candidate should have experience in laboratory work 
and a sound understanding in statistics. Skills in scientific writing and working in a team is also desirable. 
 
We offer 
We offer a three year, 65 % TVL-13 position, starting as soon as possible. We offer an inspiring research at-
mosphere among the interdisciplinary project partners within the project. Regular meetings with all partners 
will foster the exchange of data and ideas. The research group at Potsdam University is a lively and active 
group with an excellent expertise in plankton ecology combining experimental studies with mathematical mo-
delling. 
 
Contact 
Potential candidates please contact Dr. Guntram Weithoff, weithoff@uni-potsdam.de. Please send a CV, cer-
tificates of the Bachelor and Master degree, a brief statement of your motivation and name and E-mail address 
of two potential referees. 
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